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' Of the COLONY of the Maſſachuſetts Bay; 
- In Mew-England. 


T having been a thing too Senſible and Obvious to eſcape the Obſervation of all who are mt 
wholly Strangers in our [(cael; that this poor Land has laboured under a leng Series of Afi. 
ons and Calamities, whereby we have ſuffered ſuceeſſruely in our precious and pleaſant Things, 
and have ſeen the Anger of the righteous God again#t us, expreſſed in Charatters, which ought 
70 be as Terrible as they muſt needs be viſible unto us ; it having alſo, both by the Teſtimonies of 
thoſe, that after th: moſt humble and exa&t Enquiries into the Mind of God, have dilcouered the FI o 
ſame unto us, and by th:ir own General an1 R:peated Corfeſſins, become undema'le 1 That a Cor: 
ruption of Manners attended with Inexcuſable Degeneracies and Apoſtaſies, found in too many of 
this People, is the cauſe of that Controver{ie, which the God of our Fathers has, for many years oe 
maintaining with us: It being likewiſe at this day, ſuch a Probation-rime 14h all New-England 
as this Countrey bas never before ſeeu from th: firſt Foundation of it, and the Fudgmants of that 
Holy God, who bath beheld ho incorrigivle w2 have hitherto been under all His Diſpenſations, 
aww arriving to ſuch an Extremity, That the Ax 1» laid to the Root of the Trees, and we are 
in imminent-danger of periſhing, if a [peedy REFORM AT. ION of our Prawyking Evils prebent it 
»t | THIS COURT have. thzrefore thoughe ic nzedful to prxface their other Endea- 
yours for the Publick Welfare, with a very folemn Admonition unto this whole People, 
that they every where give D2monſtrations of athoroagh Repertarce, without which we 
haye little reaſon to hops for any good ſucceſs in our Aﬀeatrs. . 
Wherefore it is Ordered, that the Lews of this Colony againſt Yece, and all ſorts "al 
of Debauchery and Prophaneſs ( which Laws have too much loſt cheir edg by the late Inter- 7 
ruption of the Goveramenc) be now faichfully and Vigorouſly put in Execution ;' Parti- 
cularly the Lews againlt Blaſphemy, Curſing, Propoane Swearing, Lying, Unlawful Gaming, 
Sabbath-breaking, Idlen:ſs, Drunkenu:/s, Uncleann?(s, and alt rhe En:icemeats, and Nurſeries of 
ſuch Tmpieties. Together with all other the whollomz Laws and Orders agrecable to the 
preſent Circumſtanczs of the Councrey ; by the Ex:cutioa wacreof, we may approve ov: 
ſelves a peculiar People, 7ealous of goos Works, n 
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And as all Pcrſons are nereby warned to avoid thoſe Fices which thuie Laws 


| are deſigned for the Prevention ant Chaſtiſement of ( the Loters of, and Pleadsrs 


for, ſucl1 )niquiries, being among, the principal 7roaZlers of their Coumtrey ) 50 
all inferiour Officers are enjÞyn'd to perform their Duty in finding and br.yging our 
Offenders againtt the atorefaid Laws, and wrhal to give notice to ſuch Ot=nders 
that they muſt expect the Juſtice of an Exemplary Puni/hment. 

And that no attempt towards Reformation, may want that Aſſiſtance why 
all good men will be willing ro give thereunto, tis hoped that the Miniſters ot 
God will to the publick Reading of this Preclamat ion, adjoyn their own fervent La- 
bours, not only for the Retukeing and Suppreſling of thoſe Provoting Evils, 
which are marked for common Hatred ; but alſo.to witneſs ag2inſt the more $p7- 
ritual Sins, Which fall not ſo-much under *rhe cognizance of Humane Laws, 
namely, fuch as 7nbelief, Worldlineſs, Fereſy, Pride, Wrath, Strife, Envy, and the 
Neg/et of communion wi h God, in both Natural and Inſtitured Worſhip, and the 
Contempt of the everlaſting Goſpel, with a thametul want of due Family-T-ftruition, 
which are the Roots of Batterneſs m the midft of us. 

Moreover, atter the Example of Pious Ralers commended in Sacred Writ ; the 
Churches every where are hereby adviſed to give utmoſt Encouragement vnto the 
Faithtu\ and Watcþtul Paſtors of their Soul ; to feek( where they /ack ) a full Ser- 
tlement and Enjoyment of fach Officers, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has appointed for 
their Edification ; to refle ſeriouſly and frequently on their Covenants, to ſharpen 
their Diſcipline againſt thoſe that walk diſorderly; and immediately ro compoſe 
their D/fferexcts and Contentions ( if ſach there be ) whereby any of them may be 
diſtempered and enfeebled, that ſo they may become Terrible as an Army with 
Banners. | 9, 

Furthermore it is Expected that the ſeveral Towns within this JuriſdjRtion do 


ſneedily furniſh themſelves with all fit means for the good Education of Tonth, 


and take ſpectal careto avoid Fations and 2uarrels in their other Town Afairs ; and 
all Plantations are ſtritly forbidden to continue without rhe Advantages of having 
the Word of God conſtantiy preacht unto them, or without a Sincere and Active 
Induſtry, to obtain the Preſence of the Lord Chriſt in all His bleſſed Ordinances. 

And Finally, this whole People are hereby advertiſe, that if theſe Eſayes for 
an univerſal Reformation, ſhall be obſtructed ( as thoſe in the dayes of the Reform- 
iog Foftah were) by Mens being ſettled on their Lees, and hating to be Reformed, 
they can reaſonably look for no other iſtue than this, that the aq God will pu- 
iſh them yet ſeven times more for their iniquities : But, that if the God of Heaven 
ſhall grant unto them the Grace to Remember whence they are fallen, and Repent and 
do the firſt Works, it will give a greater Proipect of Proſperity, than can ariſe from. 
The belt Counſels, and biggeſt Armzes. Ty 
"a Wor of Reformation thus endeavoured, 1$ now recommended unto the. blef- 
Ng of the Almighty, with whom alone it is, to Recover a Backſliding people 3 
perſwading our ſelves, that the Event thereof would be Salvation nigh unto us, and 
Glory dwelling in oar Lind, Ts Fg I an 
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